The concept of a politically unified Europe has been consistently advocated over the last two centuries; from Victor Hugo's États Unis d'Europe to Coudenhove-Kalergi's Pan-Europe and Briand's Fédération Européenne. It was not, however, until the economic plan to pool French and German coal and steel production of post Second World War Europe, that a European community was born. Vain attempts have since been made to politically integrate the European Communities member states. Europeans experienced greater difficulty in agreeing on a political and security community, such as the European Defense Community. In the end, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) primacy in guaranteeing European security was almost unanimously accepted.
One of the reasons for this consensus was the presumed identity of interests of the 'Western world' (often defined as including Western Europe, the United States, and This trans-Atlantic rift is common to all three papers under review. There is a consensus between the authours that in the post-Cold War era, the EU and U.S. interests have diverged. If the 'anti-Americanism' of the interwar and Cold War periods divided
